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SUBJECT: 64TH ECOSOC: SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - ITEM 7 
ROLE OF ACAST AND WORLD PLAN OF ACTION 

REF: (A) E/1978/C.1/L.2/REV.1 
(B) STATE 099222 

1 . DRAFT RESOLUTION, REF (A), WAS APPROVED BY 
CONSENSUS APRIL 27 BY THE FIRST COMMITTEE. 

2. THE ONLY AREA OF CONTROVERSY CENTERED AN OPERA- 
TIVE PARA 2, WHICH IS INTENDED TO OUTLINE THE SCOPE 
OF WORK FOR ACAST IN ITS PREPARATION FOR THE 
CONFERENCE. THE GERMAN DELEGATION WOULD HAVE PRE- 
FERRED GIVING ACAST A WIDE AND GENERAL BERTH; I.E. 

A STUDY TO INCLUDE ACAST'S VIEWS ON DEVELOPMENT, 

ADAPTATION AND THE APPLICATION OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY WHILE THE GROUP OF 77, WITH JAMAICA AS 
SPOKESMAN, BELIEVING THAT THE KEY TO THE "SUCCESSFUL 
TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY" LIES IN THE AREA OF OBSTACLES 
THAT MAY ARISE IN THE APPLICATION OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY REQUESTED A NARROWER SCOPE OF WORK 
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FOCUSING SOLELY ON "OBSTACLES". HENCE, THE REVISED 
DRAFT REPRESENTS A COMPROMISE WHICH BOTH CAMPS 
ACCEPTED, ALBEIT WITH SOME RESERVATION. 

3. DURING INFORMAL CORRIDOR CONVERSATIONS THE U.S. 

AND JAMAICA DELEGATES DISCUSSED THE DIFFERENCE IN 
MEANING BETWEEN "OBSTACLES" AND "CONSTRAINTS" 
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INASMUCH AS THE JAMAICAN DELEGATE HAD INDICATED 
THAT OBSTACLES INCLUDE CONSTRAINTS. IN ANY EVENT. 

HE SAID THE SECOND PREPCOM SPECIFICALLY REFERRED 
TO OBSTACLES. THEN, WITH A GRIN, HE ADDED, 

"DON'T WORRY, ACAST WILL COVER BOTH THE PROBLEMS 
CREATED BY THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES (OBSTACLES) 

AS WELL AS THOSE FOR WHICH 'WE' ARE RESPONSIBLE 
(CONSTRAINTS)". WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT 
INTERPRETATION OF PREPCOM RESOLUTION OF THIS 
SUBJECT. 

4. RE THE 3 TO 5 CHAPTERS PREPARED AS PART OF THE 
UPDATING EXERCISE OF THE WORLD PLAN OF ACTION, 

THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS INDICATED THAT IT SHOULD BE 
ASSUMED THAT THAT PORTION OF THE WORK WHICH IS 
NECESSARY TO BE COMPLETED IN ORDER TO CARRY OUT THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF OPERATIVE PARA 2 OF THE RESOLUTION 
WOULD AUTOMATICALLY BE COVERED BY OPERATIVE PARA 3 
WHICH REQUESTS ACAST TO UNDERTAKE FURTHER WORK AS 
REQUIRED. YOUNG 
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